
Bishop Elisha Smith Thomas
Second Bishop of Kansas • 1889 - 1895

Bishop Elisha Thomas began his
ministry in Kansas as bishop coadjutor
under Bishop Thomas Vail on May 29,
1887. He became the second Bishop
of Kansas upon the death of Bishop
Vail on Oct. 6, 1889.

While still the coadjutor, Bishop
Thomas helped established St. John’s
Military School in Salina on Oct. 28,
1887, following the purchase of
homestead property by the Episcopal
Military Institute.

Bishop Vail had proposed in 1886
that the diocese to be broken into four Convocations, with a dean
supervising his own Convocation. Bishop Thomas brought that to
fruition, but the deans had difficulty covering the vast expance of
territory under their jurisdiction.

A financial depression in 1893 resulted in a large number of
clergy resignations in the failing economy. The state’s fortunes
changed for the better in 1894 when businesses organized to
develop oil and gas fields.

This is the fourth of an 11-part series of bulletin inserts highlighting the life
and ministry of the bishops who have served the people of God in the
Episcopal Diocese of Kansas. Others will be available throughout the year,
leading up to the 150th Diocesan Convention in October.
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This bulletin insert series, commemorating the 150th
anniversary of the founding of the Episcopal Diocese of
Kansas, was written by Lisa Adams of the Community Life
Committee, with production by the Office of Communications
of the Diocese of Kansas.

This bulletin insert series, commemorating the 150th
anniversary of the founding of the Episcopal Diocese of
Kansas, was written by Lisa Adams of the Community Life
Committee, with production by the Office of Communications
of the Diocese of Kansas.

The immigrants that moved into the state mostly were not
Episcopalians, yet from 1893 to 1894 Bishop Thomas confirmed
484 individuals, the most up to that time. He attributed that growth
to the efforts of three organizations: the Women’s Auxiliary, the
Daughters of the King and the Brotherhood of St. Andrew.

Bishop Thomas suffered from a heart ailment that shortened his
episcopacy. On March 9, 1895, Bishop Thomas died while visiting
St. John’s Military School in Salina.

At just five-and-a-half years, his is the shortest episcopacy
among the bishops of Kansas.

St. John’s Military School, founded by the second Bishop of Kansas,
Elisha Thomas, in 1887, remains one of the premier military schools in
the country. The private boarding school today serves 220 male students
in grades 6 to 12. It is now part of the Diocese of Western Kansas.
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