
Bishop Edward Clark Turner
Sixth Bishop of Kansas • 1959 - 1981

Bishop Turner was born in Buenos
Aires, Argentina, on March 26, 1915, and
his family moved to the United States in
1922. He was rector of the Church of the
Ascension and Holy Trinity in Pueblo,
Colo., from 1944 until he was elected
Bishop Coadjutor in 1956.

Bishop Turner was the coadjutor for
three years until Bishop Fenner retired,
yet he assumed many of the respon-
sibilities of a bishop during those years, at
Bishop Fenner’s request.

Bishop Turner’s first address to the diocese was at the 98th
Annual Convention in 1957, with a call to increase the Church
Extension Fund to $500,000 through a special campaign. Pledges
of more than $600,000 were made by 1959, but by 1965 only
$380,209 was received. The original campaign plan of adding a
new diocesan office and conference space at Bethany Place never
materialized.

To enhance the administration of the diocese, Bishop Turner
oversaw an extensive revision of the constitution and diocesan
canons and named an Archdeacon as chief administrator. He also
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expanded ministry on college campuses. During his tenure 11 new
churches were started, but even that didn’t stem the tide of
declining membership that started in the tumultuous 1960s and
1970s.

Bishop Turner’s episcopacy saw devastation in Topeka
following a tornado in 1966 and the arson fire that destroyed Grace
Cathedral on Nov. 26, 1975. Bishop Turner and the congregation
celebrated “Restoration Sunday” in the newly rebuilt cathedral on
Oct. 1, 1978, with a procession that included many of the people
who helped construct the new building.

Preparing for retirement, Bishop Turner called for an election of
a new bishop. He ended his episcopacy on the 25th anniversary of
his consecration when his successor, Bishop Richard Grein, was
consecrated on May 22, 1981. Bishop Turner and his wife,
Virginia, retired to Colorado, where he died on June 21, 1997.

The congregation of Grace Cathedral, Topeka, holds a small service in the burned-out
cathedral shell on Easter Day, 1976, just months after the Nov. 26, 1975, arson fire
that destroyed the building. The rebuilt cathedral was dedicated on Oct. 1, 1978.

Photo courtesy of Grace Cathedral
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