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Bishop Dean Wolfe was born in
Dayton, Ohio, in 1956, and graduated
from the Virginia Theological
Seminary in 1992. He served parishes
in California, Boston and Dallas before
his election on July 12, 2003. He was
consecrated as bishop coadjutor on
November 8, 2003 and became the
ninth Bishop of Kansas on January 1,
2004, upon the retirement of Bishop
William Smalley.

Bishop Wolfe has placed an
emphasis on congregational
development and church planting,
including establishing a new church in Johnson County. He
initiated an ambitious plan to expand campus ministries by hiring
two campus missioners — a plan that has resulted to date in an
Episcopal presence on 14 campuses in the diocese.

He also has expanded the work of development and stewardship
by hiring a full-time director in that area, and he has continued a
strong commitment to ministry with children and youth.
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This bulletin insert series, commemorating the 150th
anniversary of the founding of the Episcopal Diocese
of Kansas, was written by Lisa Adams and Judy Gerling
of the Community Life Committee, with production
by the Office of Communications of the Diocese of Kansas.

This bulletin insert series, commemorating the 150th
anniversary of the founding of the Episcopal Diocese
of Kansas, was written by Lisa Adams and Judy Gerling
of the Community Life Committee, with production
by the Office of Communications of the Diocese of Kansas.

A large billboard on campus welcomes Emporia State University stu-
dents back to class, courtesy of nearby St. Andrew’s Church. Campus
ministry efforts have expanded to Emporia State and many other cam-
puses across the Diocese of Kansas under an ambitious program
developed in the early days of Bishop’s Wolfe episcopacy.

Photo courtesy of St. Andrew’s, Emporia

To further this expanded ministry program, Bishop Wolfe has
encouraged the Council of Trustees to adopt diocesan goals each
year and reshaped the committee structure of the diocese.

He also has restarted the Kansas School for Ministry, where it
has become a rigorous educational program for those preparing
locally for ordination.

In addition to his duties for the diocese, Bishop Wolfe serves the
wider church as Vice President of the House of Bishops and a
member of the Presiding Bishop’s Council of Advice. He is an
advisor to the College for Bishops and is a member of the Pastoral
Development Committee of the House of Bishops.
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